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About the Saudi Fund for Development (SFD)

Note: (1) This includes both grants to countries bilaterally and grants to countries via multilateral institutions such as Islamic Development Bank or World Bank.

SFD Establishment SFD Key Activities

in 1974

Provide development finance
to emerging economics

Providing development finance to 
developing partners

Delivering technical assistance to 
developing partners

Managing grants for developing 
countries on behalf of the Saudi 

Arabian government¹

Instruments



Vision To be an inclusive and strategic partner enabling global 
sustainable economic development in countries in need
To be an inclusive and strategic partner enabling global
sustainable economic development in emerging economics

SFD Strategy 

Vision

Mission
SFD fosters stable economic development by providing
financial Arabia to address the needs of partners and technical
resources through leveraging the strengths of Saudi



SFD cumulative activities of Projects & Programs by Continents
and Sectors until Q3 of 2023
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Sectorial distribution of the total number and amount
of SFD projects and program
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SFD's Projects and Programs in the Social Infrastructure Sector

Social
Infrastructure Health

No. of projects

Amount
6.1
Billion USD

241 No. of projects Amount
1.6 Billion USD70

Water and
Sanitation

No. of projects Amount
1.5 Billion USD50

Education
No. of projects Amount

1.8 Billion USD80

Housing
No. of projects Amount

1.2 Billion USD38



the SFD basically 
aimed to provide 

clean water suitable

"Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all.

SFD’s Strategy in financing 
water sector projects

for drinking irrigation and agriculture improvement of the sewerage system

the Fund contributed to the reduction of the developing countries’ problems in this field particularly the wide-spreading of 
diseases and increase in the number of deaths due to the lack of clean potable water or adequate sewerage systems. 



SFD’s cumulative activities in Water Sector (Drinking water
Sanitation, Hydroelectric dam’s, Irrigation canals, Irrigation
and drainage, Agricultural dam’s) projects until 3Q of 2023

Arab CountriesMain sectors of water projects
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Details of water projects in Arab countries until 3Q of 2023

Drinking water Sector
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No. of projects

Amount
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(USD)
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140.8

Irrigation and 
drainage Sector
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102.3

Sanitation Sector
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3
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6
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"Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all.



Saudi Well Drilling and Rural Development Program

First phase
1982-1988

USD 100 Mn

Second phase
1987-1991
USD 30 Mn

Third phase
1997-2005
USD 50 Mn

Fourth phase
1982-1988
USD 50 Mn

Fifth phase
2016

USD 100 Mn

Implementation stages

USD 330 Million to date

Contribution
 In response to a call launched by
 African countries during Islamic

 Summit Conference held in Makkah
Al-Mukarramah in 1981

Launch
1982

Implementation
 To directly reduce the impact of

 climate change in different rural areas
of African countries

Why?
 Drilling wells and providing drinking

water for its people in rural areas

Main Goal



Saudi Well Drilling and Rural Development Program

Development impact:

19
beneficiary

countries to date

Achievements
 10thousand water facilities drilled and equipped

Over 5 million beneficiaries

Millenium Development Goals
 Target 7. Ensure environmental sustainability through
 halving share of population without access to water

Benefits
Development of agriculture and livestock

Health, economic and social development

Sustainable Development Goals
 Goal 2. Zero hunger (food security, improved nutrition and
agriculture)
Goal 6. Clean water and sanitation
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Three types of water wells are implemented

 Shallow drilled-wells
 (water boreholes)
 quipped with hand

pumps

 Deep drilled-wells
 (water boreholes)

 equipped with solar pumping
 system, elevated water tanks and
water distribution network system

Traditional open wells




